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Synopsis

Therea ™s a common belief that cyberspace cannot be regulated&#151;that it is, in its very
essence, immune from the governmenta ™s (or anyone elsead ™s) control.Code argues that this
belief is wrong. It is not in the nature of cyberspace to be unregulable; cyberspace has no
&#147;nature.a - It only has code&#151;the software and hardware that make cyberspace what it is.
That code can create a place of freedom&#151;as the original architecture of the Net did&#151;or a
place of exquisitely oppressive control.If we miss this point, then we will miss how cyberspace is
changing. Under the influence of commerce, cyberpsace is becoming a highly regulable space,
where our behavior is much more tightly controlled than in real space.But thatd ™s not inevitable
either. We can&#151;we must&#151;choose what kind of cyberspace we want and what freedoms
we will guarantee. These choices are all about architecture: about what kind of code will govern
cyberspace, and who will control it. In this realm, code is the most significant form of law, and it is up

to lawyers, policymakers, and especially citizens to decide what values that code embodies.
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Customer Reviews

| did the Japanese translation of this book. It was quite an amazing book.First, Lessig argues that
commerce and the government will try to turn Internet into a regulable place, and in order to do so,
they will rely on changing the code (or protocol) of the Internet.Now, regulation through code is
problematic, because it is TOO good. If its a law or some regulation, you can intentionally choose to

disobey it, or rebel against it. With code, you can’t do that. He says that this is bad, because a lot of



good things in this world depend on the fact that you can’t enforce certain laws too strictly. That’s
where some part of freedom relies on. If regulation becomes too strict, we’re doomed.So, we have
to do something about it. We have to force people to create "incomplete" code!! This is the very
surprising conclusion of this book. You really should read this, because it sounds too crazy at first
glance.And then, the book becomes even better. He starts discussing who would actually take the
trouble to do that kind of thing. And he starts discussing how we should restore the democratic
process, and how we are in a process of becoming a world citizen!lt’s a book with an amazing
scope, dealing with much more than the title suggests. And it’s not just some sort of a fairy tale, it's
a problem that’s facing us as we speak. A lot of people talk about the Internet changing the world,
when all they actually talk about is making some petty cash. Not this book. This book will persuade
you that the Internet WILL and IS really changing the world. After this book, you’re Net crawling will

never be the same.

This is another great book that discusses what is going on in cyberspace today (or 1999 when it
was written) first by defining cyberspace as a place where we can create personalities and have the
ability to speak like we would never do in the real world. The book then goes on to discuss how the
internet is regulated or not regulated and what the internet can and should become.The book starts
out by discussing multiple forms of regulation and just because technology makes it easier to
monitor or regulate does not mean that it is right or legal. The book also discusses what things
should be regulated and how and who should regulate it. The next chapters go into Free Speech,
Intellectual Property, Privacy and other freedoms we have and should fight to protect. The book
talks about Open Source vrs Closed Source software and how regulation can and is added to each.
One of the solutions of the book is to offer transparent regulation that allows user to know what is
regulated. This is possible and is happening now in Open Source software but is not happening in
closed source software. This is an excellent book that should help call us to action that will help
provide the right kind of regulation while ensuring our freedoms or not reduced. This is a great book

and | would recommend it..

This book, "Code," is one of the most important books I've read in a long time. His thesis, that "Code
Is Law," that the "coders" have become de facto lawmakers, and that we, as a society, MUST
understand the importance of the Internet’s architecture, is presented in a very clear manner. Lessig
has a real gift for taking complex legal/political arguments and making them clear for the lay

person.As a law student, | find it very easy to get lulled into the belief that the major legal and policy



decisions have already been made. Such a belief would probably always be mistaken, and it's
totally mistaken now. In the next few years, major decisions (with stunning Constitutional and social
consequences) will be made. Who will make these decisions, and what the substantive content of
these decisions will be, are open questions.The Internet has great potential -- for both good and
bad. What the Internet will look like in a decade, how free it will be, how intrusive it will be, will
depend entirely on decisions being made now. This book takes the confusing world of Internet
controversies and pulls them together to make a compelling and persuasive call to AWARENESS.I

recommend this book very highly.

Public perception of the information superhighway is this massive and complex place that only the
super intelligent have access to control. Lawrence Lessig has other ideas and his book is the
definitive answer to those questions and more.Right from the beginning the book dispels the myth
that the world of cyberspace cannot be controlled and regulated. The book also disproves that belief
that this "being" is immune from any government or anyone’s control.What Lessig proves
throughout the book is that cyberspace is nothing more that hardware and software and we are in
control of the future of this colossal giant. The author proves that true "nature" of cyberspace is one
that man is forever looking for ways to control.It takes a great understanding to know that
cyberspace is in its infancy and that we must take the right steps to make sure that the next and
future generations have something to work with. Lessig has written a deep and complex book, and

as is the case with cyberspace we must endeavor to understand the meaning.
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